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walking tour together to Transylvania, "I did not hear of
this tactless excursion until it was over" writes the Aus-
trian Minister, Count Czernin, "but I shared Berchtold's
surprise at such a proceeding/'229 In the private political
conversations which M. Sazonov had with M. Bratianu,
the Russian Minister gave the impression that important-
changes were coming in the European political situation,
and that Rumania would not fare badly "if she understood
the signs of the times and listened to counsels of
wisdom." ~30
M. Bratianu in return assured Sazonov that "Rumania
was not obligated in any way to take part in any war what-
ever, except where her own individual interests were di-
rectly concerned/7 Not finding this Delphic utterance suffi-
ciently clear, and wishing to press him to a more definite
statement, Sazonov bluntly asked Bratianu the significant
leading question: "YvTiat would be Rumania's attitude in
case of an armed conflict between Russia and Austria-
Hungary, if the former were obliged by circumstances to
resort to military action?" Bratianu replied that "the atti-
tude of Rumania in this case would depend on the circum-
stances which led Russia to resort to military action against
Austria-Hungary, as well as upon what Rumania's interests
demanded at the given moment." From this conversation
Sazonov carried away the comfortable conclusion that,
"Rumania is not bound by any obligation which would force
her to act with Austria and against us under all circum-
stances, but, in reality, in case of war between us and
Austria-Hungary, Rumania will take the side which will be
22»Czernia, 1* the World War, p. 112.
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